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1t Gives Whiie House "d Plan on
Disclosure Short of Spying
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By STUART TAYLOR el

special to The New York Tunes

- WASHINGTON, March 18 — The
i Central Intellipence AgeNcY has_sent

tye White Housed proposal tomakeita :

,crime_for Government_emplovees 10!
‘disclose pauonal_secrets without au-:
thorization

said 100ay. \
1
i

Tne proposed Jegislation would au-
thorize prosecution of Government em-
ployees OF * former - employees who |
“wilifully” disclosed ‘‘any classmed‘
information,” with certain narrow ex-.
ceptions, 10 TEPOTTETS or
the Government. The maximuiu pen-
alty would be five years in prison and a2
Justice Departroent

takes the position that such disclosures
' glready violate criminal laws barring
espionage and thett of Government
_property, that interpretation is in dis-
pute in & pending court case.
i" Tne purpose -of the imtelligence,
_ agency proposal
. suade Congress 10 establish beyond.
' doubt that unauthorized disclosuies of
classified information by Government

employees are crimes. L

The proposal does not appear 1o au-
thorize prosecution of journalists or’
others outside the Government who

', publish secrets that are disclosed t0

| them. However, jt might create 2 basis,

! for seeking to force journalists to dis-,
close their sources. -

Thg-gmposal also specifies thata de-
fendafis-could avoid conviction by es-
tablishing that the information hac not
been q_bta'med through the defendant’s
Government service, that it bad al-
ready teen published or that it was not
*‘properly classified.”

Information is *‘properly classified,”
the proposed law states, if disclosure
«reasonably could be expected to dam-

-age the pational security.”

| Sent With the signature of William J.
jcaser. -Directo: _Of_LERUR_CtR L Directo-_of _Central _intelli:
i gence. tne Droposa c_peing reviewed
. depariments. WO qQecision has bpeen

age wnether 10 send it 10 {0

© .accarding to the officials.

- proposed legisianion..
i € are 1 oinp to talk about it,”

" make @ _COmInent apout an

Aamimstranon 0 1cials *°

others outside -

~ give military secrets to reporters oF 1t is entirely possible, the officials
' others witbout authorization. - | said, tha: the intelligence agency's
: ' +stria] balioon,” as one called it, would

is apparently to per w

_ment property.
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sis staung tnat with certain narrow ex-
TI0NS. “willlw unauthonzed disclo-

" New T Times, nhad been Qest

secret bv the 8 encv's jegisiative
b h ung that 118 disciosure

ranch on the ures 0f cfassxbg ﬁﬁormanon E;\' 'ﬂiose
Wil It 1S sqfx gﬁmg Tiecussed T the | SRS s with “r_."_ the Government
Administration would be “'ina ropri- | & w" not_per se oilens T

Federal cnminal statutes.” |
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ate’’ and ‘‘premature.
George &uaerl Chue! spokesman for

agency, aecln to coniirm

.the gency,

-whpether the pro! al nad been classi-

-{jed Or 10 d1Scuss whether Jts disclosure

-would be considered & crime under the

Conflict in Their Positions
The analysis appears to contradict
the position of the Justice Deparument
and Judge Young in the Morison case.
The C.1.A.’s draft of the new crimi-
nal {aw Is the first such getailed iegsia-
1nve proposa own 10 ve at-
vanced bv & :

h-ievel Rea
.Iln 1983, &

‘Mr. Lauder_said Tedly, linal

; inallv
adding, *’ There 1S NO reason We have to

dding, e pou anviling.

jstrauon official commuitiee
One of Several Such Steps . S Jower-ievel Adminstration lawyers
- o recommended somewhat similar legis-
The proposal for criminal legisiation | jation, but the proposal Was never re-
is one of several controversial steps the | Jayed 10 Co: " 1n the Carter Ad-
Administration has taken or consid- | ministration, proposals _were circu-
ered to combat disclosures, including 2 | Jated but never sent to Congress.
Presidential order, later cut back
somewhat, that provided for lifelong
censorship of ceriain officials and
greater use of polygraph machines, 0T
lie detectors, to trace the source of un-
authorized disclosures. * '
Most of those measures, like the new |
proposal, have been aimed primarily |
at officials who make disclosures
rather than the journalists who publish
them. )

Reagan Administration lawyers,
Congressional aides and otbers said in|
interviews that the proposal raised
thorny issues, such as whether it should
be 2 crime for journalists 10 publish
Government Secrets.

They said even a bill directed only at
Government dosclosers would create
_ controversy in Congress, which has in
S e Deparmen won e | PSSR TN S Tl
trial ruling jast week trom Federal Dis- } 151y jssues be stified. o
trict Judge Joseph B. Young of Balti- | C

. more that it was a crime for officials to " It Appears in Anotber Bill . «

_ Judge Supports View ' be shot down by other Government
to dismiss & agencies and never reach Congress.
A similar bill to make ita crime fora
Government empioyee to disclose se-
cret information to anyone not author-
ized 10 receive it was introduced in 2
broader intelligence bill in February
by Kepresentative Bob Stump of ATi-
zona, the senior Republican on the
House Intelligence Committee.

© Rejecting & motion
criminal prosecution, Judge Young -
adopted the Justice De; ent’s View
_that-such disclosures violated the gen-
eral, broadly worded criminal laws
barring espionage and theft of Govern-

That interpretation has jong been
disputed by civil libertarians, journal- 1 (
ists and others who say Congress in-| The Admimstration has taken o
tended the espionage 1Jaws 10 apply only | posiuon on that bill so far. '
10 foreign spies, not to disclosures o re- | In the early 1970's the Nixon Admin-
porters. The issue has never been istration proposed legislation making it
squarely considered by an appellate clear that unauthorized disclosures of

urt. . reporiers were

Lawvers for Samuel Loring Morison, as comprebensive
a_civillan emploves of the Navy wnois overhaul of the Federal Criminal Code.
the aeiendant in the case, 53V he will | The secrecy legislation died amid an
appeal the yugge's TWmg 17 Convicied at U“tFafgsmm journalists and civil liber-

ic I ge; 10 De Juiv 1o, he is )
charged under the espionage and tneft -

laws_wilf giving secrei_inielligence
0 bnc o0& Briush miiary
magazine. .
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